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Museum van Bommel van Dam, a mecca for modern art, contemporary art and design in North Limburg 

The time has finally come! After almost four years, museum van Bommel van Dam is now open at its new location at Keulsepoort, in the heart of the new Museum Quarter of Venlo. From 5 September onwards, visitors will be able to explore the museum. Get ready to enjoy plenty of things to see and do.

The iconic building
The new museum building is an icon and well worth a visit. This former monumental post office was renovated based on a design by BiermanHenket architects, and the design features subtle references to the building’s original function. For example, the façade of the new park entrance is inspired by the structure of envelopes. The same structure can be found on the outside of the striking window on the other side of the building. This ‘Duikbril’ is not only a new city icon, it also offers fantastic views of the city centre. And for the 'Insta-minded' visitor, the window has a nice surprise in store... 

Interior highlights
The ground floor of the museum forms a kind of market square, where everything is linked together: the museum entrance and shop, the museum café De Posterij and the Bonnefanten Kunstuitleen art library. A large glass wall gives visitors a first glimpse of the exhibition in the ground-floor hall, and the eye is naturally drawn to the imposing frame of greenery and art objects hanging in the middle of the space. 
On the first floor, the Jacques and Ellen Scheutenzaal acts as the largest exhibition space. Adjacent to it is the auditorium, with a specially designed linoleum floor and art object by artist and floor designer Michiel van Nieuwland of Forbo Flooring Systems.
In the attic, you are almost automatically drawn to the panoramic ‘Duikbril’ window, which offers spectacular views. But the roof terrace, for which artist and botanist Stefan Cools and his partner, landscape designer Sandra van den Beuken, are designing an installation, is also a real eye-catcher. The attic is a flexible space used for workshops, training and volunteers and, just like the ‘market square’ on the ground floor, it is accessible free of charge, without the need to purchase an admission ticket. 


Maarten and Reina van Bommel-van Dam
[bookmark: _GoBack]The founders of the museum have been given pride of place in the new building. On the ground floor you will find the ‘Stijlkamer’ or ‘Style room’, where Maarten and Reina van Bommel-van Dam come to life in the form of Pepper’s Ghost. This is a virtual-reality technology, developed for the museum by Lagotronics Projects. In their living room, surrounded by their works of art, Maarten and Reina talk about their shared passion for collecting art and the creation of the museum. This room is located next to the depot, where the museum’s entire collection will be moved after the opening. From the PATCH! seating unit, designed by Kiki van Eijk in collaboration with Leolux, you can take a look into the depot and listen to the history of the museum. And so Maarten and Reina are back in the place they loved most: close to their beloved works of art. 

The opening exhibitions
Museum van Bommel van Dam is hosting two opening exhibitions. On the ground floor, the very first retrospective exhibition of the committed design duo Atelier NL. Earth Alchemy - 15 Years of Digging showcases the stories of raw materials, their origin and the countless possibilities for the future. An exhibition that perfectly matches the commitment to sustainability and social engagement in contemporary design. 
On the first floor, visitors can get a glimpse of the museum’s own collection. The exhibition 50 years of museum van Bommel van Dam not only celebrates the museum’s 50th anniversary on 16 October 2021, but also showcases a cross-section of our extraordinary collection. This is done through well-known and lesser-known works by nationally and internationally renowned artists, including Armando, Rineke Dijkstra, Erwin Olaf, Hokusai and Robert Rauschenberg. Each and every one of them a true gem, and after all these years in the depot, they are finally treated to a spot on our brand-new museum walls.

The new museum van Bommel van Dam
The museum not only has a new building, it is also taking a new path in terms of content. As a Euroregional museum for modern and contemporary art, museum van Bommel van Dam is at the heart of society. Our programming is centred around interaction with our audience. What interests people and how can we respond to this through exhibitions, activities and projects? We look for connections with all layers of society. For us, modern and contemporary art act as the means to establish these connections. In this way, we contribute to the social and urban development of Venlo and the rest of the region.

Social awareness and sustainability
Social awareness and care for the environment are also literally visible in the processing of materials for our architecture, interior design and catering. It all started with the redevelopment of an existing national monument. The building is not connected to the gas network, but uses a heat pump instead. In addition, all the materials used are 100% recyclable, sourced locally as much as possible and sustainable: from the aluminium panels on the exterior of the building to the marmoleum floors and the products in the museum shop. The stone strips applied to the counter and bar are made of demolished brick walls and Scheuten glass waste. The design sofa created by Kiki van Eijk in cooperation with Leolux was covered in leftover leather. De Posterij practises vertical farming, which eliminates part of the chain from production to consumption. De Posterij sources mainly local products and the menu has a ratio of 80% fruit and vegetables to 20% meat. 

In a nutshell: a healthy building that you can enjoy and experience to the full, guilt-free!
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Gemeente Venlo, Provincie Limburg, VriendenLoterij, Jacques en Ellen Scheuten Foundation, Leolux, Jeroen en Gerjo Sanders, VSBfonds, Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds, Brik Digital, Bruynzeel Storage Systems, Buro Kemper, ERCO Lighting BV, Forbo Flooring Systems, Heines Schreinerei, Lagotronics Projects, Luidspreker, Systemec, Unica, Weemen, BPD Cultuurfonds, Stichting van Bommel van Dam, Stichting Vrienden Museum van Bommel van Dam, Weldadige Stichting van Heutz, Stichting Zabawas, Bonnefanten Kunstuitleen, Ria Joosten Catering & Evenementen / De Posterij, BiermanHenket, Mondriaan Fonds


















More information 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

For more information and/or images please contact Cleo Schatorjé at communicatie@vanbommelvandam.nl. 
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